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CIVIL PARTNERSHIP

The information set out below is not
intended to provide all the answers, and
should be read in conjunction with the
detailed advice provided.

Same sex couples are able to register their rela-
tionship under the Civil Partnership Act, 2004.
When a civil partnership has been registered the
couple gain various rights and responsibilities
which may need to be considered if the partner-
ship breaks down.

Proceedings to dissolve a civil partnership cannot
be commenced until a year after the date of the
registration.

To dissolve a civil partnership the Court would
need to be satisfied that the relationship had ir-
retrievably broken down based on one of the
following facts:

. Unreasonable behaviour

. Two years’ separation, with the consent of
the other party

. Two years’ desertion

. Five years’ separation

The Civil Partnership Act, 2004, also gives the
Court power to make orders for:

. Periodical payments, secured periodical
payments and lump sums to the other
party or for any child of the family

Property adjustment orders

Orders for the sale of a property

Pension sharing orders on dissolution
Pension attachment orders

Maintenance pending outcome of the pro-
ceedings for dissolution

If there are children of the relationship the Civil
Partnership Act, 2004, provides civil partners
with greater recognition and enables them to:

. Apply to the court for orders such as resi-
dence, contact, specific issue and prohib-
ited steps orders

o Acquire parental responsibility

. Apply to adopt a child
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Where children are involved, we recognise
the need to protect them from the difficulties
which their parents may be having.

In our experience no one wants to go to
Court over any issue if they can avoid it -
although sometimes it is necessary.

Dawn Parkes

Dawn has been a partner at
Hatch Brenner since 1991, and
as head of the probate depart-
ment handles all aspects of wills,
probate, trusts and tax planning.

Our approach is to try to negotiate fair settle-
ments, and to keep legal costs to a mini-
mum. However, this is not always possible
because of the complexities of the case, or
because the other party is not so willing to
reach a fair solution.

Richard Dilks

We will try to provide realistic estimates of
costs. If, for any reason, we need to vary
those estimates, we will tell you. We account
to clients on a monthly basis and expect
those accounts to be paid promptly. We
expect clients to pay Court fees on account.
We also expect clients to pay on account for
other fees which we may be responsible for,
such as the instruction of estate agents,
accountants or barristers.

Richard has always specialised
in family matters including finan-
cial settlements after divorce or
separation, and child-related
issues such as contact and resi-
dence disputes. Richard is a
Family Law accredited specialist
and trained Collaborative Lawyer.

4 THEATRE STREET

We ask that you are open and honest with

us.
Jo Mayes

Jo joined the firm in 1985, and
has had experience in civil litiga-
tion, personal injury and divorce
7 matters. Jo is a member of the
g8 Norfolk & Norwich Medico-Legal
# Society.

We will seek to be non-confrontational and
straightforward with the other party, or their
representatives. We do not seek to enter
into arguments for the sake of them, but will
be firm when necessary. Our aim is to give
you measured advice, in a cost-effective
way, in order to reach an appropriate con-
clusion as quickly as the procedures will
allow. This will enable you to begin putting a
distressing part of your life behind you and
hopefully make a fresh start.

We will be glad to help at every stage of the
process. Please feel free to contact Jona-
than Brock, David Bloomfield, Dawn Parkes,
Richard Dilks or Jo Mayes for a free initial
discussion over the telephone, entirely with-
out obligation. They will be delighted to hear
from you.
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